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INTERNATIONAL
WEATHER

CORN BELT

PLANTING PROGRESS
Farmers across the U.S. Midwest are waiting for favourable weather to begin
full-scale fieldwork in preparation for the planting period. Very cold
temperatures and frequent rainfall or wet snowfall events across the region
have resulted in almost no major fieldwork being initiated as of 11 April.
It appears that the 2022 planting season may be somewhat later than last
year in much of the Upper Midwest. Farmers are hopeful that favourable
corn planting conditions develop in the last half of April, which would still
provide a nice window for optimal corn yields in 2022.
Many areas of the Upper Midwest and plains states have received some
much-needed rainfall in late March and early April; however, there are still
large portions of the region that remain quite dry heading into the spring
planting season.

Early April soil temperatures remained quite cold and below levels
ideal for corn planting in many areas of the Upper Midwest.
The most recent U.S. Drought Monitor on April 7 listed only 8% of Midwest
states as having “moderate” drought conditions, with 26% of the area
reporting abnormally dry conditions, primarily in eastern Minnesota, central
Iowa, northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin. By comparison, a year ago in
early April, nearly half of the Midwest States region was listed at some level
of drought conditions.
Nearly 87% of the combined South Dakota and North Dakota region was
listed at some level of drought in early April. Nearly 45% of the area is listed
in the severe or extreme drought categories. Only eastern North Dakota and
South Dakota and eastern Kansas were not categorised as having drought
conditions. Many portions of the plains states have remained in drought
conditions for two years or longer.

GRAIN AND OILSEED
PLANTING PROGRESS

U.S. PLANTING PROGRESS THIS YEAR: 2%

Corn: The USDA reports 2% of the U.S. first corn crop was planted as of Sunday – the
same as last week and a percentage point behind the five-year average.
However, the pace is two percentage points slower than what traders expected. In the
top 12 corn production states of the Corn Belt, only Kansas at 5% and Missouri at 1%
had any corn planted, according to the USDA’s latest progress report. Texas has 63% of
its corn crop planted.
Wheat: Spring wheat was 3% planted, as reported in last week’s USDA progress
report, compared with 2% for the prior five-year average.
Winter wheat conditions improved slightly from last week, with winter wheat
conditions rated 32% “good” to “excellent” (compared to last week’s 30%) and 36% of
the crop as “poor” to “very poor”.
Soybeans: The USDA plans to include soybean planting progress in its weekly update.
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LOCAL
BREAKING NEWS
TRANSNET CLOSES
DURBAN HARBOUR DUE
TO FLOODING
South Africa has suspended shipping at
its main port in Durban after the
heaviest rains in more than six decades
and resultant flooding damaged roads
(including two key highways) leading to
the port.

FLOODING AND
HEAVY RAIN HITS
DURBAN HARBOUR
AND FARMING
HARD

Operations at Durban Harbour Terminals
were suspended on Monday night,
Transnet SOC Ltd said in an email
statement.
Access to delivery and unloading points
for time-sensitive agricultural products
and supplies, especially specific inputs to
be imported through the port, will have
a direct impact on the agricultural sector.

BIGGEST LOCUST
PLAGUE OUTBREAK
The largest infestation of brown
locusts in South Africa in decades has
increased due to the amount of
rainfall received. The heavy rain
causes the crop-eating insects to
multiply rapidly. The infestation,
which started in September, spread to
three provinces - the Eastern Cape,
Northern Cape and Western Cape.
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