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INTERNATIONAL WEATHER
MIDWESTERN UNITED STATES WEATHER FORECAST
Chances of above-normal precipitation over the western mainland United States and the Gulf of Alaska are enhanced, while belownormal precipitation appears more likely across most of the central and eastern contiguous states, according to the latest United States
weather forecast.

INTERNATIONAL WEATHER
AUSTRALIA LA NIÑA WATCH
The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) has moved to a La Niña watch, indicating
there is now a 50% chance of the rain-bearing climate driver returning this
spring, for a second successive season. Forecasters say this means a big
possibility of cool, wet summer months – again – for most parts of Australia,
with a good chance of the return of La Niña, among other key indicators.
There are strong indications of wetter-than-average conditions for eastern
Australia, but those same drivers could mean dry conditions in the continent’s
southwest. Conditions remain neutral but the eastern Pacific Ocean has been
slowly cooling in the past few months.
Last summer was also a La Niña season and, while it brought a welcome return
to wetter-than-average conditions for many, it was well below infamous La
Niña years like 2011 or 1974, when Brisbane was inundated.

Watch: Understanding ENSO
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INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURE
MARKET BRIEFING: GRAINS AND OILSEEDS
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U.S. wheat production should remain unchanged at 1,69 billion bushels.
Bangladesh, one of the world’s major wheat importing countries and a significant
buyer of Indian wheat, has recently increased its imports of wheat, driven by
population growth and a shift in dietary habits, according to the United States
Agriculture Department’s (USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS). India’s
competitive prices have seen the country emerge as the leading supplier, with
shipments totalling over 1,8 million tonnes in 2020/21, due to a higher output.
Ukrainian farms have completed the 2021 wheat harvest, threshing 33 million
tonnes in bunker weight with a yield of 4,65 tonnes per hectare. By 16 September,
45,7 million tonnes of grains have been harvested, with the yield averaging 4,39
tonnes per hectare.
U.S. corn output is estimated at 15 billion bushels in 2021/22, up 246 million bushels
from August projections on increased harvested areas and yields, according to
the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).
NASS reported the U.S. soybean production at 4,4 billion bushels for 2021/22, up 35
million, with reduced harvested areas more than offset by a higher yield forecast of
50,6 bushels per acre. Harvested area is down 0,3 million bushels from the August
forecast of 86,7 million acres. The U.S. soybean rating 'good-to-excellent' remained
unchanged at 57% during the week ending 12 September 2021, according to the
latest Crop Progress report. Global soybean ending stocks were raised by 2,7 million
tonnes to 99 million tonnes, mainly on higher beginning stocks for China and higher
U.S. ending stocks.
U.S. soybean supply and use changes for 2021/22 include higher beginning stocks,
production, exports, ending stocks, and lower crush. Higher beginning stocks reflect
a lower crush forecast for 2020/21. Soybean production is projected at 4,4 billion
bushels, up 35 million with lower harvested area more than offset by a higher yield
forecast of 50,6 bushels per acre. Harvested area is down 0,3 million from the
August forecast.
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Soybean crush is reduced 25 million bushels reflecting a lower forecast for
domestic soybean meal disappearance. The soybean export forecast is raised
35 million bushels on increased supplies and lower prices. Ending stocks are
projected at 185 million bushels, up 30 million from last month. Other
changes this month include lower peanut and higher cottonseed production.
The National Oilseed Processors Association (NOPA) reported soybean crush
of 159 million bushels in August, higher-than-expected volumes, and above
the 154,2-million-bushel average of industry estimates. U.S. soybean crush
was reduced by 25 million bushels to 2,2 billion bushels for 2021/22,
reflecting a lower forecast for domestic soybean meal disappearance,
according to the World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB).

INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURE
U.S. HARD RED WHEAT
United States hard red wheat may be the next victim of adverse weather.
Southern hemisphere wheat producers are hoping to take full advantage of
the northern hemisphere production failings and high prices, turning 2021 into
a year of substantial profit.

Recent rain has improved topsoil moisture in parts of the upper Midwest and
northwestern Corn Belt, as well as a portion of the northern Plains, but the
period of improved soil moisture is waning and will soon be replaced by warm
and dry conditions later this month – especially October. The environment will
take moisture out of the soil across the Plains and parts of the Midwest.
The trend for below-average precipitation continues across the Plains and
northwestern Corn Belt through the winter and into spring, without the
influence of La Niña. La Niña has a consistent record of restricting precipitation
in the Plains and western Corn Belt during the autumn, winter and early spring
seasons on its own, without the influence of these other weather patterns. It is
for all these reasons that concern over dryness in the U.S. Plains and western
Corn Belt will prevail long enough to bring some concern into the spring of
2022.
Not only is the dryness in the U.S. Plains a concern for wheat, but neighbouring
western Corn Belt crop areas will likely have to deal with moisture shortages as
well. That could set the stage for some concern in 2022 for corn and soybean
production. Early indications suggest spring rainfall might not be as good as it
ought to be.

AFRICA
AGRICULTURE
ZIMBABWE

Population: 15125 095 million
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According
to Africa Renewal, Zimbabwe’s agricultural output is increasing, and young farmers are the reason behind it. The
country’s maize harvest for this year is estimated to be about 2,8 million tonnes, which would triple the harvest of 2020
and possibly produce the country’s highest yield in 20 years.
In mid-May 2021 Zimbabwe introduced a ban on the import of maize, maize grains and any other maize product. The ban
was introduced to support domestic farmers and millers, as the bumper harvest forecast indicated that the country would
be able to meet its consumption demand in the 2021/22 market year. The ban on maize imports will also help stabilise
Zimbabwe’s exchange rate, attributable to the expected foreign currency decrease because of decreased imports. In
previous years Zimbabwe imported more than 400 000 tonnes of maize.
Zimbabwe’s increase in maize production can be attributed to expanding land planted, cooperative weather conditions and
the fact that the country harvested up to 2 million hectares in 2021/22, compared to only 907 628 tons maize harvested in
the 2020/21 market year. Consequently, Zimbabwe’s average corn yield is at 1,4 tonnes per hectare, which is its highest in
two decades.

Export of commodities: Mainly to
South Africa, China, Congo and
Botswana.

Import of commodities: Mainly from
South Africa, China and India.
Main imported commodities: Petrol,
consumer goods and fertiliser
Main exported commodities: Gold,
tobacco, metal alloys, cotton and sugar.
Maize requirements:
Human consumption: ±1,6 million tons
Livestock feed: ±400 000 tons

.

Zimbabwe maize production 2020/21

LOCAL GRAIN MARKET
• Food security is linked to grain price fluctuation. Unpredictable price increases in agricultural commodities,
unmanageable weather conditions and the decrease in stock value all contribute to the price of food
being unpredictable from year to year.
• An increase of 7,6% in South Africa’s agricultural sector for 2021 is expected, but the country’s long-term
growth does not look as appealing. According to the Bureau for Food and Agricultural Policy’s (BFAP)
Baseline 2021 report released on 15 September 2021, short-term growth will come from the bumper
harvest of maize and the record harvest of soybeans, which will be sold at a much higher price since
support from the global market is evident. There will also be record exports in major sectors such as citrus.
• In the long-term growth in South Africa will greatly depend on interventions, land reforms in terms of
market access. infrastructure development and maintance, In addition farm support, animal health,
biosecurity, the sustainability of the natural resources, maintenance of water infrastructure and efficient
service delivery will greatly contribute to long-term growth.
• We are unfortunately still dealing with the problem that more than 40% of our local fruit still gets
exported to the UK and Europe. According to the BFAP these markets are not growing. South Africa
should lean more toward countries in Asia to expand their markets, but this will be difficult since it took
12 years to negotiate citrus trade with the Philippines, as one example.

South African maize exports
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